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Presidents Message      by Lori Noack-May 

Welcome to all members and potential members. I am the new President for this fine group, which has 
grown exponentially over the past year. Taunya did a fantastic job as President last year, from which our group 
benefitted greatly. I have VERY big shoes to fill! 
 
With that said, this is not MY group, it is YOUR group. This Board wants to be very responsive to the members. 
Please let us know if there are particular subjects and/or speakers you wish to hear. Let us know if you have 
questions, suggestions, comments – and yes, even complaints. HNBA is here to benefit its members. 
This year we will continue with the alternating luncheon and dinner meetings. During even months (June, 
August, October, February and April), we will meet from 11:30am - 1:00pm at Carrabba’s Italian Grill, 5440 FM 
1960 West (at the corner of Champion Forest), Houston, TX 77069. During odd months (July, September, 
November, January, March and May), we will meet from 5:30pm - 7:00pm at County Line Bar-B-Q, 13850 
Cutten Road (between 1960 and Cypresswood), Houston, Texas. Meeting dues continue to be $15.00 for 
members and $20.00 for non-members. All meetings include a meal and 1 hour CLE. The only exception to 
this rule will be our September ―Meet the Harris County Judicial Candidates Night,‖ for which we will have 
drinks and appetizers, but no CLE.  
 
We have already began to book exciting speakers for the next year. This month we will have Robert E. Ray, 
J.D., Ph.D., who will present ―Understanding and Meeting Jury Expectations.‖ If you are set for trial, or may 
potentially be set for trial in the near future, you do NOT want to miss this very important presentation on 
Wednesday, June 23, 2010, 11:30 a.m., at Carrabba’s Italian Grill!  
 
Future meetings will include:  
** Scott Hilsher, Harris County Attorney’s Office (Guardianship) re: Texas Medicaid 
** Vince Ryan, Harris County Attorney re: Services their office provides 
** Jimmy Brill re: Death of a Solo 
** David Simpson & Sharron Wall, Harris County Domestic Relations Office 
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June Monthly Meeting 

The topic this month is – ñUnderstanding and Meeting Jury 
Expectationsò 

SPEAKER:    

Robert E. Ray 

DATE/TIME: 

Wednesday, May 23, from 11:30—1:00 PM.     

 LOCATION: 

Carrabbaõs Italian Grill 

 5440 FM 1960 West (at the corner of Champion Forest), Houston, TX 
77069 

 CLE OFFER: 

This Lunch will count as one hour of CLE. 

 COST: 

$15 for HNBA members; $20 for non-HNBA members, guests, etc.  Pay 
at the door 

SPONSOR :  If you know a business that would like to sponsor one of our 
upcoming meetings, have them contact Sarah Muller, President-Elect.   
281.893.3100   sarah@muellerattorneys.com 

 

 

 

 

BAR BITS 

Rule 78a Requires Civil 
Case Information Sheet 

New Texas Rule of Civil 
Procedure 78A requires that a 
case information sheet 
accompany the filing of an 
original petition in a civil case 
and certain post-judgment 
motions under the Texas 
Family Code. For details and 
instructions, including the form 
for the sheet, visit this 
page and see the heading, 
"Civil Case Information Sheet." 
[May 10, 2010] 

Annual  Meeting  - 
Tottenham,  Evans Morris  
Sworn  In   (link to story )  
(from Texas Bar) 
Terry Tottenham became the 
130th State Bar president 
during the State Bar Annual 
Meeting in Ft. Worth. Jennifer 
Evans Morris took office as 
president of the Texas Young 
Lawyers Association. 
 

Black elected as 
President ïElect for 
2010-2011 year 

Bob Black of Beaumont was 
elected to serve as president-
elect during the 2010-11 bar 
year. He will serve as 
president of the State Bar 
during the 2011-12 bar 
year. Natalie Cobb Koehler of 
Meridian was elected 
president-elect of the Texas 
Young Lawyers 
Association. Read the press 

release and view the 

detailed results.. 

 

mailto:sarah@muellerattorneys.com
http://www.courts.state.tx.us/oca/news.asp
http://www.courts.state.tx.us/oca/news.asp
http://www.texasbar.com/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Press_Releases&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=9919
http://www.texasbar.com/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Press_Releases&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=9919
http://www.texasbar.com/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Press_Releases&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=9919
http://www.texasbar.com/TemplateRedirect.cfm?Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=26909
http://www.texasbar.com/TemplateRedirect.cfm?Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=26909
http://www.texasbar.com/TemplateRedirect.cfm?Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=26899
http://www.texasbar.com/TemplateRedirect.cfm?Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=26899


 

  

  

Houston Northwest Bar Membership Information 

Houston Northwest Bar 
Association 

 2010-2011 Officers 

President  
Lori Noack -May  

713.880.3939  

lori@hayeswilsonlaw.com  
 

President - Elect  
Sarah Mueller  
281.893.3100  

sarah@muellerattorneys.com 
 

Vice President  
Beverly Gibson  

281.583.7529 

bkgibsonlaw@bkgibsonlaw.com  

 
Treasurer  

Derek Mueller  
281.893.3100  

derek@muellerattorneys.com 
 

Secretary /CLE Committee  
Chris Lincoln  

281.970.9005  

chris@thelincolnlawfirm.com  
 

Media Chair  

Dee Dee  
Metzcher -Carr  
281.252.3011  

ddmetzatty@msn.com  
 

Membership  
Bashist & Indira Sharma  

281.893.8644  
bms@sharmalaws.net  

 
Webmaster  

George Clifton  

281.351.4040  

clifton@cdstexas.com  

 

Membership in the HNBA is open to 
all attorneys licensed by, and in 
good standing with, the State Bar 
of Texas. 
 Meetings are held in even 
numbered months at lunch time 
(11:30am-1:00pm) at a destination 
to be announced, and on  the 
third  Wednesday of each odd 
numbered month from  6:00pm- 
7:00pm at The County Line, a 
restaurant located at 13850 Cutten 
Road, Houston, TX 77069. The 
telephone number for County Line 
is  281-537-2454. 
 
There is a $15 members/ $20 non-
members charge for each CLE 
meeting.   Each meeting features 
an expert speaker which entitles 
the member to one hour of 
continuing legal education credit by 
the State Bar of Texas. Topics 
range from procedure and 
legislative changes to litigation and 
ethics. 
 
 If you have questions about 
membership please contact the 
current HNBA President . 
Membership also includes a 
complementary web page and 
online listing with the  HNBA Lawyer 
Referral Service. If you have your 
own firm website, your HNBA web 
page will link to that  website. You 
may also upload your Bar picture  
to the HNBA website free of 
charge.  

If you have questions about your 
web page please contact the 
Webmaster for what to  include. 
 
To apply for membership please fill 
out a Membership Application 
online or at the monthly meeting , 
and include your check for the 
annual dues of $40. Upon receipt 
of payment your web page and 
information will be added to the 
Houston Northwest Bar 
Associationôs Find a Lawyer Service 
and Memberôs pages unless you 
indicate otherwise. 
 

http://www.hnba.org 
 

About the Houston Northwest Bar Association 

The Houston Northwest Bar Association was formed in 1985 to 
promote quality  legal service for the public, offe r professional 
education for it s members, and encourage collegiality and 
camaraderie between attorneys that practice or live in  
Northwest Harris County, Texas.  
 
Since its creation, HNBA has served thousands of citizens in 
offering a d irectory of attorneys practicing in northwest Harris 
County and by providing information about alternative sources  of 
legal solutions. 
 

mailto:lori@hayeswilsonlaw.com
mailto:sarah@muellerattorneys.com
http://co109w.col109.mail.live.com/mail/EditMessageLight.aspx?MailTo=%22Beverly%20Gibson%22%20%3cbkgibsonlaw%40bkgibsonlaw.com%3e&n=1795681909
mailto:derek@muellerattorneys.com
mailto:chris@thelincolnlawfirm.com
mailto:ddmetzatty@msn.com
mailto:bms@sharmalaws.net
mailto:clifton@cdstexas.com
http://www.hnba.org/


 

  

 

June Speaker ς Robert E. Ray    

 

  
Robert Ray is the founder and CEO of Veritas Research, L.P.  As a trial consultant, Dr. Ray 
brings a wealth of experience to the table, both as a trial consultant and as a trial attorney. 

Since 1998, Dr. Ray has provided research and courtroom consulting to attorneys in cases 
throughout the United States. His consu lting, theme development and strategy advice has 
been sought by attorneys representing individual plaintiffs to Fortune 500 defendants in 

national mass tort litigation. He has provided research and consulting advice in mass tort 
actions such as tobacco and  pharmaceutical litigation to insurance disputes and 

entertainment and publishing cases.   
 
Dr. Ray received his Ph.D. in social psychology from the University of Nebraska's Law & 

Psychology Program. Before his Ph.D., Dr. Ray earned his law degree at South Texas 
College of Law in Houston, and was a briefing attorney to Texas' Sixth Court of Appeals. 

Before entering the world of trial consulting, Dr. Ray practiced trial law for over twelve 
years, and tried over forty cases to jury verdict. Dr. Ray's doctoral research investigated 
the effectiveness of digital animation evidence in the courtroom. He received his Master of 

Arts degree from the University of Nebraska and his Bachelor of Arts in Journalism from The 
University of Texas at Austin.   

 
Dr. Ray is a memb er of the American Society of Trial Consultants and the American 
Psychology and Law Society.  

See you at the meeting! 


