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President's Message by Taunya Painter

Fall is finally here with the great cool weather. | adore Houston this
time of year. OK, | know this is not the place to talk about how
much | love this city, but it is related to the Houston Northwest Bar.
Because we’re in Houston, we have access to some really great
speakers and get to practice law wit h some truly amazing fellow
attorneys — and | hope to meet some more of you this Fall.

We only have two CLE meetings left for the year. The good news is
that we have an exciting line-up, so please come to both if you can.

We have a new District Clerk, Loren Jackson. He also have a lot of
new judges in Harris County, including Judge Dion Ramos, 55th Civil
District Court. And we have a new Texas Bar President, Roland
Johnson. These will be our speakers this Fall.

October _dinner : Here's a taste of what Loren Jackson will present
at the October meeting — new developments at the District Clerk’s
office to help your practice run more efficiency. Get documents
faster. Stay on top of all docketing weekly. Receive email alerts.
Search databases. Save money on printing documents, etc.

November  lunch : Judge Ramos will talk to us about his “Reflections
from the Bench as a New Judge”. And Roland Johnson will talk
about supplementing your law practice by doing arbitration. Both of
the topics will be ext remely practical for the NW Bar.

Come join us in October for an interesting, practical, and fun time,
and stay tuned for more detail about November.

Hope to see you soon!

October Monthly Meeting by Sarah Mueller

This month’s speaker is Loren Jackson from the Harris County District
Clerk’s office. Loren Jackson was elected Harris County District Clerk on
November 4, 2008 to an unexpired term and became District
Clerk upon taking the Oath of Office on November 18, 2008. He
attended the U.S. Military at West Point and Texas A&M
University and then received his J.D. from South Texas College
of Law.




Harris County
District Clerk
Loren Jackson

As a Litigation Attorney, Loren worked for a firm in Houston
where he focused on Commercial, Mass Tort, and Environmental
Litigation. Loren is actively involved in several professional,
civic, and charitable activities throughout Harris County and has
been recognized for his service. Loren is also on the Board of
Directors for the Downtown Houston YMCA.He has been a
member of the Minority Opportunitie s in the Legal Profession
and the Habitat for Humanity Committees with the Houston Bar
Association. Further, Loren is an actor in the Houston Bar
Association’s annual “Night Court” production, which raises
much-needed charitable funds. Further, Loren was selected by the
Houston Jaycees as a recipient of one of its 2009 Five
Outstanding Young Houstonians Awards.

Loren and his wife Laura, a Speech Pathologist and lifelong-
Houstonian, reside in North Houston and are active members of
Houston’s First Baptist Church.

Since he took office, Loren has worked with his staff to develop
new and nationally innovative technologies that are helping to
make the practice of law in Harris County more automated and
efficient and have thrust Harris County into a national leadership
role in technological innovation.

Some of the things that Mr. Jacksonwill cover in his presentation:

1) Automated docketing for civil, family and criminal trials . This
feature allows e-mails to be sent to attorneys each weekend with
a listing of all of their court hearings for the next week. By
clicking on links in the email, the attorney’s have online access to
docket information and all of the documents filed in the suit.

2) Offering public criminal data and documents online for
$1/page. The online background checks make it convenient for
government agencies, apartment and homeowner associations to
check on applicants. $6 if get document at Court House.

3) Civil and criminal docket search. This should improve
efficiency at the courthouse by preventing lawyers from missing
hearings simply because the court date didn’t make it onto their
schedule.

4) Reduced cost to attorneys. Attorneys can now save/print
“uncertified” document at no charge.




Call for Speakers for Future HNBA
Meetings

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for future HNBA
meetings, please voice your suggestions to Sarah Mueller at
sarah@muellerattorneys.com  We are always looking for your
suggestions. And thank you to all our prior speakers who have
presented at prior HNBA meetings. Thanks to you our legal
education is continually improving and expanding.

Legal Divas

Women attorneys of the Houston Northwest Bar Association get
together for lunch on a monthly basis. It is usually the 4™ Thursday
of the month. If you are interested in attending contact Jan Pickett
at Phone: 281-374-7684 or by email janpickettlaw@comcast.net or
Beverly Gibson at bkgibsonlaw@bkgibsonlaw.com. You can also find the

legal _divas _on_Twitter! Follow the tweet |

Attention:  Reserve your spot early. The Christmas Legal Divas
luncheon will be held on Thursday, December 10, at noon at Champions
Golf Club. The first 7 people who contact Beverly Gibson at
bkgibsonlaw@bkgibsonlaw.com will be included in the reservation.
Additional people will only be added if there is availability at the Club,
which is extremely busy during December because of the beautiful
decorations."

BAR BITS

Our own, Robert Painter, served as guest editor for the
September-October 2008 issue of The Houston Lawyer, which focused
on veterans' legal problems. The issue won first place in the category of
public relations magazine in the Lone Star Press Awards, a statewide
awards program sponsored by the Houston Press Club to recognize
outstanding accomplishments in print, television and radio. This was
recently published in the Houston Lawyer July/ August 2009 issue.
Congrats goes out to Robert.
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Membership Information  for HNBA

Membership in the HNBAs open to all attorneys licensed by, and in
good standing with, the State Bar of Texas. Meetings are held on the
third Wednes day of each month at The County Line, a restaurant
located at 13850 Cutten Road, Houston, TX 77069. The telephone

number for County Line is 281-537-2454.

There is a $15 members/ $20 non-members charge for each CLE
meeting. There is a social period from 5:30-6:00 pm. The continuing
legal education period is from 6-7 p.m. Each meeting features a speaker
which entitles the member to one hour of continuing legal education
credit by the State Bar of Texas. Topics range from procedure and
legislative changes to litigation and ethics. If you have questions about
membership please contact the President.

Membership also includes a free web page and listing with the Lawyer
Referral Service. If you have your own website, your HNBAweb page
will link to that website. Your picture will also be posted on the web
page free of charge. If you have questions about your web page please
contact the Webmaster for what to include.

To apply for membership please fill out the Membership Application and
send your check for the annual dues of $40 to the Treasurer. When
your payment is received your web page and information will be added
to the Find a Lawyer Service and Members pages unless you indicate
otherwise.

ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION

The Houston Northwest Bar Association was formed in 1985 to promote
quality legal service for the public, offer professional education for it's
members and encourage collegiality and camaraderie between attorneys
that practice or live in northwest Harris County, Texas.

Since its creation, HNBA has served thousand of citizens in offering a
directory of attorneys practicing in northwest Harris County and by
providing information about alternative sources
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