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President’s Message           b y Taunya Painter  
 
In our high speed, high tech world, where bloggers are complaining that the 
latest and most advanced Blackberry is a clunker, and Google is trying to 
relegate the iPhone to the past tense, it’s important for attorneys and court 
systems to take advantage of the technology that has assimilated into our 
everyday lives.   
 
Harris County District Clerk Loren Jackson sees innovation in the court 
systems as a way to save attorneys lots of time, and even more money.  He 
says he wants to get you “online, not in line.”   
 
I would like to share what we have learned by use of the tools at the Painter 
Law Firm and through an interview we did with Jackson.  
 
When we first started the firm just four years ago, almost everything was still 
done the old-fashioned way of going to the court house to file and retrieve 
documents .  Then we moved to using e-filing and e-docs, and better utilizing 
JIMS.   
 
With e-filing http://www.onelegal.com / we are able to file almost everything in 
Harris County and many other counties electronically, and receive a stamped 
copy back within hours, without ever having to leave our office.  And maybe 
best of all, e-filing never closes.  The hassle of late night drive to the court for 
filing was a thing of the past.   
 
Using JIMS http://home.jims.hctx.net/WebServices.aspx  we could research 
case information by cause number, bar number, name, and spin numbers.   
Once we had a somewhat fuzzy picture of what the case looked like, we could 
then pay to print the associated documents through e-docs.  This was useful, 
but also a bit cumbersome, as we would have to switch back and forth 
between sites to get a complete picture.   
 
Now, we take advantage of the new Harris County website that has so many 
tools that one can get a shot of adrenalin when opening the link.  
www.hcdistrictclerk.com   OK, that would be lame.   
 
Anyway, you can get excited about the research available.  Using the new and 
much improved site, we now can get a complete picture of any case, and print 
the documents we need for free; even family docs are available to attorneys 
who use a secure login.  This is very handy, and cost efficient.   But the new 
site is much more than a more convenient version of e-docs and JIMS.   
 
Now an attorney can sign up to receive notifications about any and every suit 
they are involved or even interested in.  This means that whenever something 
is filed, a hearing set, or an order is signed, you will instantly get an email 
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notification with a link to that case.  This eliminates the need to harass the 
clerk about signed orders because as soon as it is signed, you know about it.  
Further, if a hearing is scheduled, all the documents relevant to that hearing 
are packaged together and available by following the link in the email 
reminder.  In the future, Jackson says that we’ll be able to add a client list that 
notifies us whenever a client is named in a suit.   
 
Another key feature is docket searches by attorney name.  This is 
exceptionally useful for scheduling hearings, or following opposing counsel  
(using their bar number)  through trial on a similar case to your own to see how 
she handles motions, objections, etc. 
 
These tools can also be useful on transactional  matters.  We have used the 
research to look at the background of parties in contracts, and in one instance, 
even found that a party had in his background a financial theft-related crime, 
which needless to say, did impact the outcome of the deal, to our client’s 
advantage.  
 
If you like to use your smartphone, you’re in luck.  The new site is compatible.  
Additionally , Jackson is currently developing an iPhone application that gives 
you the full power of the site, in a tidy application.  And for all us Blackberry 
users, Jackson also plans to develop an application for that too.   
 
As you can see, technology is what can help carry you and your practice into 
the future, and will leave more money in your wallet when you get there.  Now, 
that is an adrenalin shot.   
 
 

 

August  Monthly Mee ting       by Sarah Mueller  
Scott Brazil is dual board certified in Civil Trial Law and Personal Injury Trial 
Law. He graduated from South Texas College of Law in 1984. During law 
school, Scott was a staff member for the Law Journal. After law school, Scott 
served as briefing attorney for Justice Bill Cannon in the 14th Court of Appeals. 
Scott specializes in the representation of individuals, partnerships, and 
businesses in serious civil litigation matters. He has been admitted to practice 
before the US Court of Appeals, 5th Circuit, US Western District, Southern 
District, and Northern District of Texas. As a father of three children, Scott 
enjoys coaching soccer, hunting, tennis, and attending church with his family at 
John Wesley United Methodist Church. 

 

Call for Speakers for Future HNBA 
Meetings  
 
If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for future HNBA 
meetings, please voice your suggestions to Sarah Mueller  at 
sarah@muellerattor neys.com    We are always looking for your 
suggestions. And thank you to all our prior speakers who have 
presented at prior HNBA meetings. Thanks to you our legal 
education is continually improving and expanding.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Divas 
Women attorneys of the Houst on Northwest Bar Association get 
together for lunch on a monthly basis.   It is usually the 4 th  Thursday 
of the month.  If you are interested in attending contact Jan Pickett 
at Phone: 281 -374 -7684  or by email ja npickettlaw@comcast.net  or 
Beverly Gibson at bkgibsonlaw@bkgibsonlaw.com.  You can also find the  
legal divas on Twitter! Follow the tweet!  
 
The Legal Divas were unable to have their monthly meeting in July, 
so plans are being made for an August meeting.              
 
 
 
 

State Bar of Texas Blog, Find them also  on Facebook and 
Twitter  
The State Bar of Texas is using new communications tools to update members 
and the public on our programs and services and to recognize legal 
professionals who are making a difference in their communities. Please take a 
moment to visit SBOT blog, become a fan of our Facebook page, and follow 
SBOT on Twitter.  

 

 

 

Internet Scams on Attorneys  
Have you received one of those emails requesting your service as an attorney 
from a perspective client?  Read about this Houston attorney who received 
such an email.  Follow the link to  Texas Lawyer Internet Scam Article   
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We’re on the Web!  

www.HNBA.org  

 
 

 

Membership Information for 
HNBA  
Membership in the HNBA is open to all attorneys licensed by, and in good 
standing with, the State Bar of Texas. Meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday  of each month at The County Line, a restaurant located at 
13850 Cutten Road, Houston, TX 77069. The telephone number for County 
Line is 281 -537 -2454.  

 There is a $7 members/ $10 non -members food charge for each meeting 
as barbecue is served at the meeting. There is a social period from 5:3 0-
6:00 pm. The continuing legal education period is from 6-7 p.m. Each 
meeting features a speaker which entitles the member to one hour of 
continuing legal education credit by the State Bar of Texas. Topics range 
from procedure and legislative changes to litigation and ethics. If you have 
questions about membership please contact the President . 

Membership also includes a free web page and listing with the Lawyer 
Referral Service. If you have your own website,  your HNBA web page will 
link to that website. Your picture will also be posted on the web page free of 
charge. If you have questions about your web page please contact the 
Webmaster  for what to include.  
To apply for membership please fill out the Membership Application  and 
send your check for the annual dues of $40 to the Treasurer . When your 
payment is received you r web page and information will be added to the 
Find a Lawyer Service and Members pages unless you indicate otherwise.  

ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION  

 
The Houston Northwest Bar Association was formed in 1985 to promote 
quality legal service for the public, offer professional education for it’s 
members and encourage collegiality and camaraderie between attorneys 
that practice or live in northwest Harris County, Texas.  

   Since its creation, HNBA has served thousand of citizens in offering a 
directory of attorneys practicing in northwest Harris County and by 
providing information about alternative sources  
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