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Presidents Message      by Taunya Painter 

All of us, no doubt, have been asked to join or support ŎŀǳǎŜǎΦ  hƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 

causesΣ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ L Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ 

sure LΩƳ Ƙŀving an impact. 

Well, I have a cause to share with you that does have an impact NW Houston ς on our law firms, for our clients, and in 

our community.  LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ L want to supportΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

Green medians on FM 1960.   

As you know, 1960 traffic is not so safe.  TxDOT decided to put concrete medians all the way down 1960 (between 249 

and 45).  Safer?  Yes.  Uglier?  Absolutely.  So, some community individuals got together to do something about it ς raise 

private funds to make the mediŀƴǎ ƎǊŜŜƴΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ-haul, but ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǝƻŀƭ.   

1. TxDOT is paying for all the work. 

2. hǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

3. And the 14 water districts have agreed to pay for maintenance and water through a joint powers board. 

#2 is where we come into the picture.  So much money has been raised.  You can go to the websites 

www.greenmedians.org and www.houstonnwchamber.org and look at the hundreds of donors.   

But an extra $600,000 is still needed.  Make your donation at www.greenmedians.org or if you want to ask questions 

and talk to those that are reaching out to attorneys in our area, email Pat Long prmartinez-long@comcast.net and Janie 

Dougall at jdougall@sbcglobal.net   (continued on page 4) 

 

In this issue 

Presidents Message  
February  Speaker 

Bar Bits 
Houston Bar Association Membership 

Information  

 

http://www.greenmedians.org/
http://www.houstonnwchamber.org/
http://www.greenmedians.org/
mailto:prmartinez-long@comcast.net
mailto:jdougall@sbcglobal.net


 

 

  

February Monthly Meeting 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ-Mark Lanier,of Lanier Law Firm.   The National 

Law Journal recognized Mr. Lanier as one of nation's Top 10 Trial Attorneys .  

 

Texas Bar Board Votes 
on PLI Disclosure 

On January 29, the State 
Bar of Texas Board of 
Directors, by a vote of 39-1, 
recommended to the 
Supreme Court of Texas 
that attorneys not be 
required to disclose whether 
or not they carry 
professional liability 
insurance unless a client or 
prospective client asks for 
that information. Read 
more on Texas Bar Blog 

 

 

 

Proposed Disciplinary 
Rules Changes 

With an Oct. 20,  
2009, order(pdf), The 
Supreme Court of Texas 
began the public comment 
process for proposed 
changes to the Texas 
Disciplinary Rules of 
Professional Conduct. 
Details are in the November 
2009 Texas Bar 
Journal. Download the 
redlined version of the 

proposed changes. 

W. Mark Lanier  is the founder of The 

Lanier Law Firm, where he serves as the 

firm's lead litigation counsel.  

The recent rush of media accolades, in 

the wake of a stunning verdict in the 

nation's first  VIOXX trial, obscures as 

much as illuminates Lanier's true nature 

and talent. In describing Lanier's 

courtroom prowess on behalf of his 

client, Carol Ernst, The Wall Street 

Journal accurately describes his 

"theatrical flair...while roaming the 

courtroom as if it were a stage." 

Effusive in its praise, The New York 

Times describes Mr. Lanier as "one of 

the top civil trial lawyers in America ..."  

What the news clips can't measure or 

define is Mr. Lanier's commitment to 

and passion for his clients. Often 

motivated by injustice and by a sense of 

fair play, Mr . Lanier has sought to even 

the score whether his client is an 

individual or a large corporation.  

Mr. Lanier is recognized as one of the 

top trial lawyers in the United States. In 

1998 and 2006, The National Law 

Journal  recognized Mr. Lanier as one of 

nati on's Top 10 Trial Attorneys, and in 

2006, The NLJ designated him as one of 

the 100 Most Influential Lawyers in 

America. The NLJ also named him 

among the country's 40 top attorneys 

under the age of 40.  

Recently, he was named by The 

American Lawyer magazine as one of 

the top 45 attorneys in the nation under 

the age of 45. In a statewide survey of 

his legal peers published in  Texas 

Monthly  magazine, Mr. Lanier has been 

selected as a "Texas Super Lawyer" in 

2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007. In 

2002, Texas Lawyer newspaper named 

Mr. Lanier as one of the top 5 "Go To" 

personal injury plaintiff attorneys in 

Texas, and he was named by the same 

publication as the top personal injury 

lawyer in the state in 2007. In 

addition,  Texas Lawyer named him its  

2005 "Impact Player of the Year."  

Mr. Lanier's experience in the 

courtroom has resulted in feature 

articles in  The Wall Street Journal ,  The 

American Lawyer,  Texas Lawyer,  The 

New York Times,New York Lawyer,  The 

National Law Journal ,  Los Angeles 

Times,  The Boston Globe,  Houston 

Chronicle and Bloomberg, among 

others. He is also a frequent guest on 

news shows such as ABC's "Good Morning 

America" and CNBC's "Squawk Box." 

Mr. Lanier has significant courtroom 

experience and has negotiated 

numerous significant settlements for his 

clients across the United St ates, 

including:  

¶ A settlement for Retractable 

Technologies, a syringe manufacturer, 

in an antitrust case against industry 

giant Becton Dickinson and Company, 

the world's largest manufacturer of 

medical syringes and needles. 

¶ A verdict on behalf of 21 asbest os 

victims in February 1998, considered 

one of the largest asbestos verdicts in 

U.S. history.  

¶ In 1993, a substantial verdict for a small 

oil company in a business fraud case 

against one of the nation's largest oil 

providers.  

¶ Currently, Mr. Lanier represent s 

numerous individuals for personal 

injuries sustained when they or a loved 

one took the drug VIOXX, the 

prescription pain -relief medication that 

was pulled from the market after being 

linked to heart attacks and strokes.  

¶ In addition to individuals, Mr. La nier 

also represents corporations, 

associations and governmental entities.  

Mr. Lanier is certified as a personal 

injury trial specialist by the Texas 

Board of Legal Specialization. He is 

licensed to practice in all Texas state 

and federal courts, as well a s the U.S. 

Supreme Court. Mr. Lanier is also 

licensed to practice law in New York . 

(cont. on page 4)  
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Houston Northwest Bar Membership Information 

Houston Northwest Bar 
Association 

 2009-2010 Officers 

President  
Taunya Painter  

281.580.8800 

tpainter@painterfirm.com  
 

President - Elect  
Lori Noack -May  
713.880.3939  

lori@hayeswilsonlaw.com  
 

Vice President  
Sarah Mueller  
281.893.3100  

sarah@muellerattorneys.com 
 

Treasurer  
Estelee Garrison  

713.932.7177  

Estelee@treyyateslaw.com 
 

Secretary  Membership  
Chris Lincoln  

281.970.9005  

chris@thelincolnlawfirm.com  
 

Corresponding  
Secretary/Newsletter  

Dee Dee  
Metzcher -Carr  
281.252.3011  

ddmetzatty@msn.com  
 

Webmaster  
George Clifton  
281.351.4040  

clifton@cdstexas.com  

 

Membership in the HNBA is open to 
all attorneys licensed by, and in 
good standing with, the State Bar 
of Texas. 
 
 Meetings are held on the third  
Wednesday of each month at The 
County Line, a restaurant located 
at 13850 Cutten Road, Houston, TX 
77069. The telephone number for 
County Line is  281-537-2454. 
 
There is a $15 members/ $20 non-
members charge for each CLE 
meeting. There is a social period 
prior to each meeting from 5:30 -
6:00 pm with t he continuing legal 
education period from 6-7 p.m.  
Each meeting features an expert 
speaker which entitles the member 
to one hour of continuing legal 
education credit by the State Bar of  
Texas. Topics range from 
procedure and legislative changes 
to litigation and  ethics. If you have 
questions about membership 
please contact the current HNBA 
President . 
 
Membership also includes a 
complementry web page and online 
listing with the  HNBA Lawyer 
Referral Service. If you have your 
own firm website, your HNBA web 
page will link to that  website. You 
may also upload your Bar picture  
to the HNBA website free of 
charge.  
If you have questions about your 

web page please contact the 
Webmaster for what to  include. 
 
To apply for membership please fill 
out a Membership Application 
online or at the monthly meeting  
and include your check for the 
annual dues of $40 to the 
Treasurer. Upon receipt of payment 
your web page and information  will 
be added to the Find a Lawyer 
Service and Memberôs pages unless 
you indicate otherwise. 
 

http://www.hnba.org 
 

About the Houston Northwest Bar Association 

The Houston Northwest Bar Association was formed in 1985 to 
promote quality  legal service for the public, offer professional 
education for itôs members, and encourage collegiality and 
camaraderie between attorneys that practice or live in  
northwest Harris County, Texas.  
 
Since its creation, HNBA has served thousand of citizens in offering 
a directory of attorneys practicing in northwest Harris County and 
by providing information about alternative sources  of legal 
solutions. 
 

mailto:tpainter@painterfirm.com
mailto:lori@hayeswilsonlaw.com
mailto:sarah@muellerattorneys.com
mailto:Estelee@treyyateslaw.com
mailto:chris@thelincolnlawfirm.com
mailto:ddmetzatty@msn.com
mailto:clifton@cdstexas.com
http://www.hnba.org/


 

  

 

February Speaker  (Continued from Page 2) 

The Lanier Law Firm has offices in Houston, TX and New York City and represents clients from all over the world 

in courtrooms across the United States. He is also frequently asked to instru ct other attorneys about his trial 

techniques in seminars held across the nation.  

 

Mr. Lanier is enthusiastically involved in government and community activities outside the practice of law. He 

serves on the Board of Trustees of the Committee for Economic D evelopment, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 

organization that addresses ongoing critical economic and social issues facing society. Mr. Lanier is often called 

on by chairmen, presidents, and senior executives from major American corporations and universities for his 

respected business views on national and international issues.  

 

A strong supporter of his alma mater, Mr. Lanier earned his law degree from Texas Tech University School of Law 

in 1984. He remains active at Texas Tech by serving on the Law School's Foundation Board. Mr. Lanier was 

selected as the Texas Tech University School of Law Distinguished Alumnus for 2005. 

 

He is the founder of the  Christian Trial Lawyers Association, a nonprofit organization whose goal is to create a 

network of principled attorneys to minister to others through civic -minded endeavors. Mr. Lanier also teaches a 

300 plus member Sunday school class focusing on Biblical Literacy  at Champion Forest Baptist Church. 

 

Mr. Lanier lives in Houston with his wife, Becky, and their five children . 

  

 

 

PresidentΩs Message (continued from page 1) 

Through our profession, we do a lot to help our ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ άƎǊŜŜƴ ƳŜŘƛŀƴǎέ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ our 

community a more beautiful, safer place.  

Thanks! 

Taunya Painter 

 

http://christiantriallawyers.org/
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