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Presidents Message      by Taunya Painter 

 

 Our May speaker – Clinton Gillespie – will talk about attracting and developing clients through an on-line presence.  

You’ll definitely want to attend on May 26, but before you do, please read through some of the basics that I’ve written 

about for the March/April 2010 Houston Lawyer Magazine, in the article: “All A-Twitter: How I Learned to Stop Worrying 

and Love Social Media”.  If you don’t have your magazine in yet, you will be able to get the article on-line, hopefully 

sometime next week.  www.thehoustonlawyer.com 

A marketing firm helped me put together a “wheel” so to speak of all of the most popular social media tools, with the 

law firm website at the center of an on-line presence.  The website is not obsolete, regardless of what some 

“professional” bloggers say.  It is still like the law firm’s lobby or business card.  Other social media tools are used to 

engage people more actively to invite people to come look at your website and to call you.   

As many of you know, my law firm is small – my husband, me, and a few others.  We certainly have never allocated a 

marketing budget, per se.  But about a year ago, we took some FREE, easy steps to get the Painter Law Firm name into 

the social media mix.  The payoff increased monthly, so we invested some money.  We did away with our static website.  

We hired someone to create for us a new interactive website where WE personally post blogs and articles – which 

automatically post or link to our Twitter, LinkedIn, and Facebook pages.  Now, our once shrinking-violet on-line presence 

has been replaced by a sociable, attractive on-line presence that commands attention when it walks into the room.  Star 

power yet?  Maybe not.  But we are sure getting noticed – getting clients.  And that’s the whole reason we do it, anyway. 

Come to our CLE dinner, May 26, 6-7pm, County Line.  More details to come out in my email blast.    
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April Monthly Meeting 

The topic this month is ï ñGetting Your Story Covered by the 
Media.ò  
 
 When we see some other lawyers on TV or in the newspaper talking 
about their cases, we have a tendency to think, ñWow! They really got 
lucky.ò  But, chances are, they actually took proactive and the correct 
steps to get their client stories told in a way that will help their cases.   
Come learn é. What interests a reporter? How do I approach them? 
What help is useful for them? How do I maintain the relationship? Will 
media coverage be useful to my client? Etcé 
  
SPEAKERS & TOPIC: 
ñGetting Your Story Covered by the Mediaò 
¶ Lori Reingold, Channel 13, ñActionôs Angelsò, was formerly Marvin Zindlerôs 

producer. 
¶ Mary-Ellen Conway, counsel at Fulbright & Jaworski, and formerly a 

nationally syndicated television news reporter for ABC, appearing also on 
World News Tonight, Good Morning America, Nightline, CNN and the BBC. 

¶ Jason Gibson, Gibson Law Firm, will give his experience and practical 
tips.   http://jag-lawfirm.com/news_media.html 

  
DATE/TIME: 
Wednesday, April 28, from 12:00 ï 1:00 (arrive by 11:50; we will start 
promptly at 12:00)    
  
LOCATION: 
Carrabbaôs Italian Grill (FM 1960 & Champion Forest) 

5440 FM 1960 Rd. W, Houston, TX 77069, (281-397-8255) 
  
CLE OFFER: 
This lunch will count as one hour of CLE. 
  
COST: 
$15 for HNBA members; $20 for non-HNBA members.  Guests and 
friends welcome!  Pay when you come. 
  
SPONSOR: 
We would like to thank Esquire Solutions, for sponsoring this monthôs 
meeting.  Please visit Esquire Solutions: depositions, litigation, staffing, 
and corporate solutions.  http://www.esquiresolutions.com/   
  
  

 

BAR BITS 

Court decides against 
PLI Disclosure 

The Supreme Court of Texas 
has decided against a 
proposal that would have 
required attorneys to 
disclosure whether they have 
professional liability insurance. 
The State Bar of Texas Board 
of Directors previously voted 
39 to 1 against recommending 
such a requirement to the 
Supreme Court. Read the 
court's news release, 
its letter to the board, and the 
board'srecommendation and 
findings and background 
materials. 

 

STATE BAR ANNUAL 
MEETING JUNE 10-11. 
Register now! 

 

Proposed Disciplinary 
Rules Changes 

With an Oct. 20,  
2009, order(pdf), The 
Supreme Court of Texas 
began the public comment 
process for proposed 
changes to the Texas 
Disciplinary Rules of 
Professional Conduct. 
Details are in the November 
2009 Texas Bar 
Journal. Download the 
redlined version of the 

proposed changes. 

 

http://jag-lawfirm.com/news_media.html
http://www.esquiresolutions.com/
http://www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/advisories/Professional_Insurance_Disclosure_041610.htm
http://www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/advisories/Professional_Insurance_Disclosure_041610.htm
http://www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/advisories/pdf/WBJ_Letter_Mandatory_Insurance_Disclosure_041410.PDF
http://www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/advisories/pdf/Binder1.pdf
http://www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/advisories/pdf/Binder1.pdf
http://texasbar.com/pliflashdrive/home.html
http://texasbar.com/pliflashdrive/home.html
http://www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/MiscDocket/09/09917500.pdf
http://www.texasbar.com/%20%09%20/TemplateRedirect.cfm?Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=25654
http://www.texasbar.com/%20%09%20/TemplateRedirect.cfm?Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=25654
http://www.texasbar.com/%20%09%20/TemplateRedirect.cfm?Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=25654


 

  

  

Houston Northwest Bar Membership Information 

Houston Northwest Bar 
Association 

 2009-2010 Officers 

President  
Taunya Painter  

281.580.8800 

tpainter@painterfirm.com  
 

President - Elect  
Lori Noack -May  
713.880.3939  

lori@hayeswilsonlaw.com  
 

Vice President  
Sarah Mueller  
281.893.3100  

sarah@muellerattorneys.com 
 

Treasurer  
Estelee Garrison  

713.932.7177  

Estelee@treyyateslaw.com 
 

Secretary  Membership  
Chris Lincoln  

281.970.9005  

chris@thelincolnlawfirm.com  
 

Corresponding  
Secretary/Newsletter  

Dee Dee  
Metzcher -Carr  
281.252.3011  

ddmetzatty@msn.com  
 

Webmaster  
George Clifton  
281.351.4040  

clifton@cdstexas.com  

 

Membership in the HNBA is open to 
all attorneys licensed by, and in 
good standing with, the State Bar 
of Texas. 
 Meetings are held on the third  
Wednesday of each month at The 
County Line, a restaurant located 
at 13850 Cutten Road, Houston, TX 
77069. The telephone number for 
County Line is  281-537-2454. 
 
There is a $15 members/ $20 non-
members charge for each CLE 
meeting. There is a social period 
prior to each meeting from 5:30 -
6:00 pm with t he continuing legal 
education period from 6-7 p.m.  
Each meeting features an expert 
speaker which entitles the member 
to one hour of continuing legal 
education credit by the State Bar of  
Texas. Topics range from 
procedure and legislative changes 
to litigation and  ethics. If you have 
questions about membership 
please contact the current HNBA 
President . 
Membership also includes a 
complementary web page and 
online listing with the  HNBA Lawyer 
Referral Service. If you have your 
own firm website, your HNBA web 
page will link to that  website. You 
may also upload your Bar picture  
to the HNBA website free of 
charge.  
If you have questions about your 
web page please contact the 
Webmaster for what to  include. 

 
To apply for membership please fill 
out a Membership Application 
online or at the monthly meeting  
and include your check for the 
annual dues of $40 to the 
Treasurer. Upon receipt of payment 
your web page and information will 
be added to the Find a Lawyer 
Service and Memberôs pages unless 
you indicate otherwise. 
 

http://www.hnba.org 
 

About the Houston Northwest Bar Association 

The Houston Northwest Bar Association was formed in 1985 to 
promote quality  legal service for the public, offe r professional 
education for it s members, and encourage collegiality and 
camaraderie between attorneys that practice or live in 
Northwest Harris County, Texas.  
 
Since its creation, HNBA has served thousands of citizens in 
offering a directory  of attorneys practicing in northwest Harris 
County and by providing information about alternative sources  of 
legal solutions. 
 

mailto:tpainter@painterfirm.com
mailto:lori@hayeswilsonlaw.com
mailto:sarah@muellerattorneys.com
mailto:Estelee@treyyateslaw.com
mailto:chris@thelincolnlawfirm.com
mailto:ddmetzatty@msn.com
mailto:clifton@cdstexas.com
http://www.hnba.org/


 

  

 

April Speakers   

This month our meeting features two impressive speakers, Mary Ellen Conway, and Jason Gibson.  

 Mary Ellen Conway is practicing in the medical malpractice defense section of Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.'s 

Houston office. She is focusing her practice on health issues but also has interests in equine international and 

media law. 

Prior to joining Fulbright & Jaworski, Ms. Conway was a nationally syndicated television news reporter. She has a 
strong science background and has covered stories ranging from medicine, space, business and politics to 
entertainment. Her medical reports were syndicated on ABC's NEWSONE service and seen both here and abroad. 
Her work has appeared on World News Tonight, Good Morning America, Nightline, CNN and the BBC.  She has 
received numerous national, state and local awards for excellence in reporting.   
 
Ms..Conway is a contributor to Professional News Writing and she has spoken on topics ranging from health issues 
to journalism. She has also written and published the Ducks Unlimited Houston Chapter Cookbook. 
 

Ms. Conway received an B.S. in Economics and Labor Relations from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. She received a J.D. from Boston University School of Law where she received a faculty appointment to 
the school's Silver Shingle Committee and was elected permanent class secretary.  
Ms. Conway is admitted to practice in Massachusetts, New York, Texas, and West Virginia, and before the federal 
court in the Southern District of New York.  
 

 

 

Jason A. Gibson, was born in New Braunfels, Texas ,admitted to bar, 1998, Texas.  Licensed to practice before the 

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas and Eastern District of Texas.  Graduated from Stephen F. Austin 

State University (B.A., Magna cum laude, 1995); University of Houston Law Center (J.D., 1998).    Mr. Gibson was 

selected as one of “Houston’s Top Lawyers,” H Texas Magazine, June 2009. Selected as one of Houston’s “Top 

Lawyers for the People,” H Texas Magazine, February 2009. Selected as one of “Houston’s Top Lawyers,” H Texas 

Magazine, June 2008. Selected as one of Houston’s “Top Lawyers for the People,” H Texas Magazine, March 2005.  

Selected as one of Houston’s “Top Professionals on the Fast Track,” H Texas Magazine, December 2005.  Selected 

as one of Houston’s “Top Lawyers for the People,” H Texas Magazine, January 2006.  Honorary Major, 

Former Texas Rangers Foundation, May 20, 2004. 

Mr. Gibson also serves as  Adjunct Professor in the College of Law at the University of Houston Law Center 

(Spring and Fall of 2008, 2009), teaching Trial Advocacy. Faculty Member, Family Law Trial Institute, South Texas 

College of Law  - May 18, 2009. 

 

 


